ABSTRACT: Despite the fact that intensive research has been done in supply chain management (SCM) a little research has been done so far in which this issue is discussed with respect to a single sector in India. This research in the field of supply chain management is mainly concentrating on the impact of supply chain flexibility (SCF) on supply chain performance (SCP). This research is an attempt to bridges the gap and deficiency on the research done previously in this issue and particularly about the relationship between supply chain flexibility dimensions on supply chain performance. Hence, the first and foremost objective of this study is to find how supply chain flexibility (SCF) dimensions are related to supply chain performance (SCP) dimensions. Furthermore, efficient and effective supply chain flexibility is directly related to improving supply chain performance. This research is mainly concentrated on Indian automobile industry which is in current scenario one of the fasted growing and one of the major contributor's of GDP growth in India. The researchers find the type of relationship of supply chain flexibility dimensions with supply chain performance dimensions. This research is based on research done by Fantazy et al. (2009) , in his research he suggested that further investigation can be made on his research in a different geographical region. To widen understanding on this topic and to go after the recommendation of the preceding research, this research closely related to Fantazy et al. (2009) , and this research is done on the Indian automotive industries which in the current situation have much importance.
INTRODUCTION
Economic growth of any country either developing or developed is by and large dependent on its key strength in terms of availability of resources and manpower. In India, the economic growth is greatly influenced by automobile industry which shown significant growth and proven to be one of the fastest growing and one of the strongest drivers of technology, growth, and employment (Gottschalk and Kalmbach, 2007) . The Automobile industry due to rapid advancement and emerging trends opens a new era in for developing country like India (Choudhary and Goyal, 1997). After economic liberalization, the Indian automobile industry has shown a consistency market growth. Due to globalization and rapid change in government policies of GST and E-Way bill, tremendous development in the field of technology, especially in communication and transport has taken place. Previous research has shown that there is a definite relationship between implementation of effective and efficient Supply Chain Management (SCM) practices like supply chain flexibility (Souresh Bhattacharya et al.,2014) The industry is experiencing an evolutionary phase in which automotive supply chain has a vital role to play. Due to the dynamic industry environment and new competencies, the Indian automotive supply chain is expected to advance significantly because it gives a source of competitive advantage for the industry. In the current scenario implementation of proper supply chain management practices can improve operational efficiency and profit. This research highlighted the impact of the flexible supply chain on the performance for overcoming challenges. It helps in identifying future trends in the automotive supply chains and matching contemporary SCM practices. Effective and efficient supply chain flexibility minimization of the cost associated with supply chain which is the most important aspect for the Indian automobile industry. The most vital aspect of this value chain is the complex system of SCM which integrated with manufacturing. These critical dimensions of SCM (Flexibility & Performance) will help business executive to take decisions on SCM. In today's cutthroat competition and limited availability of resources, the firm's must be better utilized to understand the better application of SCM and thereby provide better value to customers and improve the performance of the organization (Chow et al., 2006) . The Indian Automobile industry facing a challenge match its supply chain standards with developed countries (Chang-Tai H. et al., 2009 ) and industry having a tremendous potential for integration of supply chains (Park, D. et al., 2012). The Indian automobile industry will develop a supply chain that manages long-term growth and such flexible and responsive which can handle short-term volatility. Over the last decade, according to Society of Indian Automotive Manufacturers (SIAM) report shown in figure 1 , the Indian automobile industry has shown sustainable growth. The industry on the phase of rapid changes in term of shorter product life cycle, new customers, customization of products. This paper provides empirical support for the broader perspective as it applies to justify that effective and efficient supply chain practices necessary in the automobile industry in India. The research conclusion advocates that managers must develop and deploy such supply chain management flexibility which enhanced the performance of the firm and thereby improving the organizational performance. 
LITERATURE REVIEW
In today's fast-growing market the supply chain management facing tremendous challenges on a daily basis which require direct attention and quick response. With the supply chain being at the core of business operations, these challenges can directly affect the industries in substantial ways. The practice of supply chain management in India is growing rapidly and at the same time facing bigger concern. Flexibility is a complex and multidimensional concept (Sethi and Sethi 1990; Upton 1994 Upton , 1995 Garavelli 2003 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FLEXIBILITY AND PERFORMANCE
Many research shows that there is the link between flexibilities and performance. They found that better flexibility leads to better performance thereby improves organizational performance. Gupta and Somers (1996) establish that business strategy has a direct impact on manufacturing flexibility; manufacturing flexibility has a direct impact on organizations. A conceptual model on relationships among supply chain strategy, supply chain flexibility, and supply chain performance is proposed by Fantazy et al. (2009) .This model find direct and indirect impact of supply chain strategy and flexibility on performance it is based on previous research done by Vickery 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Sampling and data collection
There is diversity in the collection of data there are different methods that can be used for collecting data viz. using a survey strategy, such as structured observation, interviews, and questionnaires (Saunders et al. 2007 ). In statistically testing the enormous amount of structured data needed from the different respondent who fills the questionnaire. Hence a large number of respondents that therefore should be contacted and the small information available from respondents, the questionnaire is selected to collect the data needed to test the above hypotheses ( ➢ A questionnaire allows getting in touch with otherwise inaccessible contacts ➢ It is less expensive (it costs less time and money to reach a large sample) ➢ A questionnaire is perceived as more unspecified ➢ It allows respondents time to think about the questions ➢ The data can easily be worked out used for analyzing and testing ➢ Although a questionnaire is the most common choice to collect the data needed in this thesis, it has also some disadvantages ➢ No interviewer interference available for an explanation; ➢ The questionnaire may not be too long, so the measurement items are limited;
This research is based on a quantitative approach, which was conducted on automobile industries the data collection instrument used was a questionnaire which was sent to small and medium-sized automobile industries and ancillary industries within different supply chains. The data From 129 respondents are also classified by their job functions are the corporate executive, purchasing, manufacturing/production, distribution/logistic, supply chain management, transportation, material land operation from Indian automobile industries.
Reliability analysis
The Cronbach's alpha was conducted to assess the reliability of each scale. Cronbach Alpha values over 0.7 indicate that all the date can be considered consistent (Nunally, 1978) . This value is presented in Table 1 . 
Descriptive Statistics
The next analysis of reliability is descriptive statistics and measurement items which are useful for describing the basic features of data, in a research study with large data, these statistics may help us to manage the data and present it in a summary By inspecting the individual items the items having loading less than 0.7 and at-value less than 1.96 and should, therefore, be dropped (all t-values above 1.96 are significant at the 0.05 level).Remaining items with a loading factor higher than 0.7 provide support with a high degree of individual reliability at item level (Hulland 1999; White et al. 2003 ). In the current research 4 items having loading less than 0.7, hence these items are eliminated from research. The values for kurtosis between -2 and +2 are considered acceptable in order to prove normal univariate distribution (George & Mallery, 2010). From result, all value of kurtosis is within range, hence data is normally distributed.
Similar descriptive statistics and measurement items which are useful for describing the basic features of data, in a research study with large data, these statistics may help us to manage the data and present it in a summary table 4 for supply chain performance dimensions. The descriptive statistics with mean, standard deviation, loading, t-value, skewness and kurtosis are listed in table 4 and 5. 
Structural Equation Modeling Results
This chapter deals with the examines the structural modeling result with the help of Smart PLS. The full form of PLS is Partial least squares (PLS) analysis it is an alternative method over Ordinary Least Square(OLS) regression, canonical correlation, or covariance-based structural equation modeling (SEM) of systems of independent and response variables.PLS is sometimes called "composite-based SEM", "component-based SEM", or "variance-based SEM", in contrast to "covariance-based SEM," which is the usual type (e.g., implemented by Stata, SAS, M Plus, LISREL, Amos EQS and other software packages used in statically analysis).
In figure 3 the model tested using Smart PLS 2.0 software is shown. Figure 3 Research Model tested using Smart PLS
FINAL RESULTS
The empirical results of the model using Smart PLS are presented in table 6, table 7 and table 8 . The research has found a relationship of supply chain flexibility constructs with supply chain performance construct. The finding of the result shows that a broad point of view is required by companies to determine which type of flexibility is required in a particular situation to accomplish a predetermined goal. To find the relationship of supply chain flexibility on supply chain performance parameters such as cost performance the results of the current research show that innovative flexibility have a very weak relationship with cost performance while process flexibility strong positive relationship on cost performance, information flexibility has a moderate relationship with cost performance while existing product flexibility & delivery flexibility have a negative relationship with cost performance shown in table 6. Path significance: * p < 0.05 (t-value > 1.96 (for 2-tailed) which is equivalent to p < 0.05).
The results of the current research show that innovative, process flexibility, existing product flexibility and delivery flexibility having a very weak relationship with logistic performance while information flexibility strong positive relationship with the logistic performance shown in Table 7 Table7. Relationship of SCF with logistic performance Path significance: * p < 0.05 (t-value > 1.96 (for 2-tailed) which is equivalent to p < 0.05).
Finally, results of the current research show that innovation flexibility and process flexibility having a moderate relationship with quality performance, existing product flexibility and delivery flexibility having a very weak negative relationship with logistic performance while information flexibility weak positive relationship with the logistic performance shown in Path significance: * p < 0.05 (t-value > 1.96 (for 2-tailed) which is equivalent to p < 0.05).
DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS
The most important issue faced by organizations is to apply the appropriate flexibility in any organizational practices. Research conclusion shows that supply chain management flexibility is having the relationship to supply chain performance. Supply chain flexibility is key factors and being the impact on supply chain performance. To efficiently manage the supply chain, organizations need to adopt proper supply chain strategies & flexibility into supply management chain practices (Sufian, 2010). Effective & efficient supply chain management is vital determinant to building and sustaining competitive advantage in the marketplace. The research hypotheses are tested by using Smart -PLS models. The result of this study may be contributing to the supply chain management knowledge in several ways. This study was to put into the knowledge on supply chain management performance by finding the impact of supply chain management flexibility and supply chain management performance.
LIMITATION AND FUTURE RESEARCH
There are a number of limitations that influence the generalizability of this study.
(i) This study limited only on Indian automobile industry. One of the limitations of this singlesector study is that the conclusions may not be generalizable to other sectors. Future studies replicating this research across various industries and sector would enhance the understanding of supply chain performance.
(ii) The sample choice was based on a convenience sample, which is often used for exploratory work (Zikmund, 2003) , rather than a random probability sample. Further research could be conducted using a random probability sample.
(iii) The sample represented a limited number of companies in one sector only.
(iv) The study is based on a questionnaire. Therefore, there is a possibility of respondents answering questions in a way that is perceived to be more desirable or acceptable than what is actually experienced or believed.
